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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 10/21/02. Claims 1- 
12 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Capazario et al (2003/0154141) in view of Huang et al (6,151,582). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Capazario discloses a system for use by a sales administrator for 
allocating product, comprising: an accounts interface for allowing the sales administrator 
to define accounts for product allocation (See Capazario, Page 1 , Paragraphs 0002- 
0003); a products interface for allowing the sales administrator to define products for 
allocation (See Capazario, Page 2, Paragraph 0013); an allocation interface that 
enables the sales administrator to assign an allocation method for each defined product 
(See Capazario, Page 7, Paragraph 0088). 

Capazario does not explicitly disclose a computer program that summarizes 
analysis statistics by allocation method, time and products; a statistics interface that 
displays the summarized analysis statistics and enables the sales administrator to 
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perform a historical analysis of product performance by account; a computer program 
that allocates a launch quantity to each account for a new product launch and allocates 
product to each account for replenishment of a previously launched product based on 
the allocation method assigned to the product. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Huang. In particular, 
Hafner suggests that the system having a computer program that summarizes analysis 
statistics by allocation method, time and products (See Huang, Col.44, lines 55-67 to 
Col.45, line 14); a statistics interface that displays the summarized analysis statistics 
and enables the sales administrator to perform a historical analysis of product 
performance by account (See Huang, Col.93, lines 38-67); a computer program that 
allocates a launch quantity to each account for a new product launch and allocates 
product to each account for replenishment of a previously launched product based on 
the allocation method assigned to the product (See Huang, Fig.49; Col.31 , lines 39-55; 
Col.32, lines 24-52). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Huang within the system of Capazario with the 
motivation of allowing the manufacturer or vendor to plan the supply of goods and 
services for a customer that integrates all information about a product, including current, 
past and projected future sales and inventory, into a feasible replenishment plan (See 
Huang, Col.2, lines 11-16). 
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(B) As per claim 2, Capazario discloses the system further including a redistribute 
procedure that uses product availability measures to redistribute the allocations based 
on product availability and allocation methods used (See Capazario, Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0018-0019; Page 4, Paragraph 0051). 

(C) As per claim 3, Huang discloses the system further including an allocation 
interface that shows the allocations for a selected product (See Huang, Col.31 , lines 30- 
55). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(D) As per claim 4, Huang discloses the system wherein the allocation interface 
enables the sales administrator to make manual adjustments to the computer generated 
allocations (See Huang, Col.26, lines 63-67 to Col.27, line 15). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 5, Huang discloses the system further including a procedure that 
loads the allocations into an order processing system (See Huang, Col.51, lines 5-21). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 
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(F) As per claim 6, Huang discloses the system, wherein the products interface 
enables products groups to be defined (See Huang, Col.93, lines 38-52). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(G) As per claim 7, Huang discloses the system wherein the accounts interface 
enables account groups to be defined, and the allocation interface enables an account 
group to be selected for display of the allocation (See Huang, Col.93, lines 2-36). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(H) As per claim 8, Huang discloses the system wherein the redistribute procedure 
takes product advertisement information into account when redistributing allocations 
(See Huang, Col.50, lines 10-45). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(I) As per claim 9, Huang discloses the system further including an interface to an 
ad planning system which provides the advertisement information to the system (See 
Huang, Col.55, lines 39-50). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 
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(J) As per claim 10, Huang discloses the system wherein the allocations methods 
are at least one of fixed, variable and dynamic (See Huang, Col.92, lines 37-45; Col.98, 
lines 61-67). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(K) As per claim 1 1 , Huang discloses the system further including a logging function 
that enables display of revision history for allocations (See Huang, Col. 103, lines 36- 
56). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(L) As per claim 12, Huang discloses the system wherein the statistics interface 
displays historical information for related products for use by the sales administrator in 
making allocation decisions (See Huang, Col. 108, lines 54-67 to Col. 109, line 18; 
Col.111, lines 1-11). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario and Huang 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied prior art teaches supplier driven 
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commerce transaction processing system and methodology (5,893,076) and InFocus 
Provides Customer- Focused Support to Help Global Companies Project Themselves in 
the Best Light (Business Editors & High-Tech Writers. Business Wire. New York: Jan 
25, 2000. pg.1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zeender, Ryan Florian can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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